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To the Reverend 
Doctor 6 O & C7 
Arch Deacon of E S S E X. 


. 


s readily comply with your Requeſt 

do print this Sermon, as I came to 
preach it by your Appointment; tho 
in my own Mind I ſhould rather have 
choſen to be excuſed Both : But Re- 
ſpe to my Viſitor commands the one in Point of 
Duty; and the Candor of your Judgement, that 
leads you to encourage a mean Performance, only 
for the Sake of the Subject, compels me to return 
your Civility, and not refuſe in Point of good 
Manners, to publiſh what you think not below 
your Regard. n allows Perjury to be a 


great 
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: DEDICATION. 
great Sin, which ſurely the Conſpirators muſt 
think was grown very rife in the Nation, that they 
would truſt to their own Strength, after they had 
been refuſed all Aid from Foreign Courts, to their 
unnatural Rebellion. Tis Time therefore to ſpeak 
out, for fear theſe Men ſhould take Occaſion (as 
they will if we fit Mutes) to be confirmed in their 
Opinion, and put us down, if not in their Liſt, yet 
in their Minds, as Friends to their wicked Deſigns, 


Tam, SI R, 
With great Reſpect 


Your very Hunible Servant, © 


William Butler. 


D 
E 


i 


— . 3 * 8 Na ** * „ * „ee. .. 
W NN 


o 


ExoDus xx. 7. 


| T hou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord 
| thy God in vain; for the Lord will not 
hold him Guiltleſs that taketh his Name 


in van. 
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NE of the moſt folemn and important Char- 
ges that we find in Scripture, given by an 


i — $22 Apoſtle to his Clergy, is that of St. Paul ſpoken 
0 the Elders, whom he had ſummon'd to 
meet him at Miletus. Take heed, ſays he, unto 
your ſelves, and unto all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made you Overſeers, Acts xx. 28. And great Reaſon 
R he had to be ſo expreſs and nun ia his Charge to 
them ; for as you will read in the next two Verſes, he was 
ſo apprehenſive of Danger from falſe Teachers on one Side 
to corrupt and ſeduce the People, and ot their Readineſs on 
the other Side to be drawn away by Artifice and Wile, that 
his Concern for the Church drew from him theſe remark- 
able and moving Words, I know this, that after my Departing, 
ſhall grievous Wolves enter in among you, not ſparing the Flock. 
Alſo of your own ſelves, ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, 

to draw away Diſciples after them. | 4 
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Conformable to this Pattern, and with the ſame Spirit 
of Piety and Zeal, the Fathers of our Church, with the 
Clergy in Convocation have declar'd that they will take 
heed unto themſelves and unto all the Flock, as their Oaths 
oblige them; That in their ſeveral Stations their Practice ſball 
be ſuit able to their Profeſſion of Duty and Obedience to his Ma. 
1:/ty ; That they will be diligent in inſtilling into the Minds of the 
People the Principles of Fidelity and Loyalty to his Perſon and Go. 
vernment ; Nor will they be the Teachers only, bat the Examples 
of byth. And where can we have a better Opportunity 
to ſhew we are ſuch, than on theſe Occaſions, when we 
are met together, and invited by the Example ſet. before 
us to doour Duty ? When we are alarmed with Confpira. 
cies, and Treaſon of the blackeſt Sort; threatned with the 


Ruin not of a ſingle Prince, but of his Poſterity ; and to- 


gether with them, with the Deſtruction not of our Church 
alone, but of the whole Reformation. When this is the 
Caſe, we can do no lefs, methinks, as a Body of Clergy- 
men, tied in the ſtricteſt Bonds, than join with full Conſent, 
and with one Voice bear our Teſtimony againſt ſuch bloody 
as well as wicked Devices. Should we ſay nothing, I 
know not how we (hall be able to wipe off that Blemiſh, 
Scandal I would call it, and Calumny caſt upon us of 
Silence, at a Time when there is moſt need to lift up our 
Voices. That we have been formally attack'd by one Re- 
bellion, and alarmed with the Attempt of a ; that 
the ſame Spirit ſtill continues to ſpread itfelt is, as ſome 
ſay that love to find Fault, becauſe they hear but little ſaid 
on this Subject. An Enemy, ſay they, has done this 
Miſchief, whlſt thoſe flepr who ſhould have been upon the 
Watch, to Winder tim from fowrny bis Tares, We cannot 
then, in my poor Jud t and with Submiſſion to better, 
do a Thing more for the Servioe of Religion, and the Peace 


of the Nation at this Juncture, than try to remove all Oc- 


caſion of Offence, taken, I hope, but not given ſo much 2 
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by ſome is pretended. It js, I confeſs, and I am well aware 
of it, a difficult Task to ſpeak before Judges and Men of 
Learning, to read Lectures to thoſe who are ſo well verſed 
in reading them to others, and to have thoſe for his Audi- 


| ence who are able to teach him :- But I am called upon to 
appear in this Place, and ſtand here out of Duty and Re- 
ſpect, and not by Inclination. Net but that I hope the 


Importance of the Subject and the Seaſonablenefſs of it will 
beſpeak your Candor, and make that appear to be as great 


| as * Judgement; ſo that I may have your Excuſe at 
lea 


for a good and honeſt Meaning. Thos ſhalt not rake 

the Name of, &c. | 
To take the Name of God in vain is a Jewiſh Form of 
Speech, and ſignißes in plain Language, as our Saviour 
expounds it, Matt. v. 33. Thou ſhalt not forſwear thyſelf ; as 
to be ſure no good Man will, that conſiders the Religion of 
an Oath, where God himſelf is called upon to be a Witneſs 
and an Avenger; where He, who is Juſt and Powerful, 
and ſees all Things, is made, as it were, Guarantee to the 
Truth of what is ſaid or promiſed, and as a Party con- 
cerned will not fail to puniſh the Offender. This is a Tie 


upon a Man fo folemn and ſacred, that none I think can 


hold him, if this does not; for he binds himſelf in the high- 
et Penalty, and ſtands obliged upon Forfeiture of his Sal- 
vation. | | 

The Puniſhments of Human Law, and the Terrors of 
it, may indeed have ſome Hold cn a Man ; but, as long as 
he believes a God, never ſo faſt Hold as this. The one can 
reach the Body only, and theſe ſome Men eſcape for want 
of Evidence to convict: them; and others have Courage 
enough to deſpiſe them, when convitted : But when 
a Man pledges his Soul, as well as his Body, for the Per- 
formance of his Word, when no Art can bring him off but 
he ſhal be convicted and puniſhed if he falſiſies; he has then 
acting more to give. This then is the utmoſt a 
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and as an Oath, in the Language of the Apoſtle, being for 
Confirmation, is the End of all Strife; it follows of Courſe, 
that we ſhould make Conſcience of our Oaths, and be true 
to them. | 

It is our Duty in Particular, who are the Teachers and 
Preachers of Religion, to warn thoſe who have ſworn to 
King George, for with theſe only my Text is concerned, 
and put them in Mind to be as Zealous in his Cauſe, as our 
Enemies are warm and active againſt it, and that by Vir- 
tue of the Oath we have taken. For this End and Purpoſe 
I ſhall do theſe three Things. + £9 | 


Firſt, T ſhall conſider the main and principal Thing that 
is expected from us, by the Oath we have taken. 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew the great Sin and Wickedneſs of 
thoſe that falſifie that Oath. 


Laſtly, I ſhall take Notice of the common Excuſe that 
ſome make for taking the Oath. 


Firſt then, The main and principal Thing that is + 
from us by the Oath we have taken, is, That we be honeſt 
and ſincere, and that when we ſwear we ſpeak the Truth 
from the Heart. This therefore bars againſt all mental 
Reſervation, and ſo againſt ſuch as think it no Oath, even 
while they are ſwearing. - —_ 

With them the Words are uttered as Words of Form 
only, without the leaſt Intent of Swearing all the while ; 
they look upon them only as Words of Courſe, and as 
ſuch they have no farther Pain or Concern for them. 

But have theſe Men not ſworn then, becauſe in their 
Minds they never deſigaed or meant it? Yes, No doubt, 
they have ſworn ; for if they never deſigned or meant * 

| tne 
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the Magiſtrate did, and they are bound to ſwear accord- 
ing to his Intention, not their own : Otherwiſe, not only 
Oaths, but all other Sort of Engagements whatever would 


be inſignificant and uſeleſs : For if the ſecret Intentions of 
{ 2 Man, which no one knows but himſelf, ſhall void all 
* Promiſes made by Oath or not, there is an End of Speech 
to any good Purpoſe,” then Society muſt hreak up and be 
disbanded; ſince our Minds are concealed when we ſpeak, 
and in our Diſcourſe we know not one anothers Meaning. 
And as we ſhould laugh, and with gcod Reaſon, at the 
Man, who having engaged to pay a Sum of Money, would 
| afterwards fain elude his Promiſe, and put you of with 


this ridiculous Evaſion, that, when he ſpoke of Payment, 
he deſigned nothing leſs ; fo, with the fame Reaſon, is he 
to be treated who {wears, and then tells you he never meant 
it; becauſe Swearing to the Oath, and not bare Reading of 
the Words is demanded, and in this Senſe only is admitted, 
and in no other, as he well knows that ſpeaks them. 

No Matter what he thinks within himſelf : He is ſum- 
moned by the Magiſtrate to ſwear, he appears for that 
End before him, is actually ſworn in Words fram'd for 
that Purpoſe; it is therefore an Oath to him, and ſhall 
oblige him, whatever Loop-hole he may contrive in 
his Mind to creep out, the very Moment he is doing ; 
ſeemingly, and in Appearance, all that can be done by 
any Man that really and truly ſwears. : 

Nothing more abſurd, as well as wicked, than for a 
Man to come with a ſerious Deſign, as is ſuppoſed, to 
ſwear, and at the ſame Time, think himſelf not obliged b 
his Oath, from which he can abſolve himſelf with this 
blind Pretence of an Excuſe, that he rook the Oath only 
out of Form, to pleaſe and ſatisfy thoſe that call upon 
him for it, and not with Deſign to keep it; for it is a 
Plain Contradiction to ſay, __ will ſwear, and yet 

"2 | you 
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you will not be obliged : That you wilt promiſe, and yer 
not hold yourſelf bound to make it good. ? 


Indeed, a Man may flatter himſelf that God will no: 


puniſh him for his Faiſchood, becauſe in his Mind he con- 


ſents not to be puniſhed, tho? he invokes his Wrath and 
Judgement while he is fwearing. I own he conſents not 
by any internal Act of his Will; but he openly declares F 
and conſents to it with his Mouth: His Conſent is implyed F 
by the proper and natural Signification of the Words he Þ 


utters, and this is ſufficient to condemn him, and doom 


him to that Puniſhment which we may ſupppoſe he never 


conſented in his Mind to undergo. 


Was not this ſufficient, was the internal Act of the Wil 


neceſſary to make the Conſent valid, no Man would 


ever be made liable to Puniſhmeft, by the moſt folema i 
and formal Imprecations ; tor no Man alive will agree to Þ 
eurſe himtelf, if the bare Deſign not to ſwear will take of 
the Curſe, Unleſs he be an Atherf, and regards God no 


more than Man, we cannot fuppoſe that he, who invokes 
God, and calls upon him to puniſh him, if what he ſays is 
not true, conſents within himſelf to be puniſhed as he has 
{worn, when he knows what he ſwears is falſe. But what- 
ever he deſigns or means, this will be ſufficient to ob. 
lige him, ſince he knows what he ſpeaks, and is content 
to ſwear to it: His Word will bind him to the Efftets and 
Conſequences of that Curſe he has called down from 
Heaven on his Head. Both God and Man will underſtanc 


him in the Senſe of the Words as — were ed; and þ 
ſhed, yet 


tho? he conſents not to be puni and Man 
with great Juſtice may puniſh him for profeſſing to con- 
ſeat ; and ſa much the rather, becauſe he has been perfidi- 
ous to both. For to make a Man guilty of Sin, it is not ne- 
ceſſaty that he ſhould have any ſet formal Deſigu to offend 
God, and to tranſgreſs his Laws, It he does, ig fam 

J nNOWS 
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yer [ knows has this Effect, this will make him guilty. Every 
Sinner, no doubt, would be glad with all his Heart, that 
the Thing he does was innocent. 
S The Unrighteous Man could wiſh that God had not 
J forbid Unrighteouſn eſs. The looſe and debauch'd Man 
would be better pleaſed if God did not deteſt his Vices; 
and yet the Action, as he choofes to comply, ſhall be im- 
puted to him; not becauſe he likes to offend God, but 
© becauſe he does that which he knows will offend Him. 
The Nature of Man, as corrupt as it is, is not ſo cor. 


own fake. This is ſuch downright Malice as is very rare, 
Win and is more properly the wicked Temper of Devils: But 
ould that which Man loves in this Caſe, is not ſo much the Sin 
emn itſelf, as that which is the Subject Matter of it. He 
loves the Sweet that he finds in Sin; He loves the 

8 Pleaſure and Convenience which God forbids, and not 

8 becauſe God hath forbid it. He wiſhes that what he 
| does was no Sin, and was not forbidden : He wiſhes that 

| God would not be angry nor offended with his Actions. 
In a Word, he would fain gratify himſelf, and yet be no. 
Sinner. But becauſe theſe two Things are inſeparable, 
and cannot be divided, becauſe the Act cannot be ſingled 
from the Sin that attends it; hence it comes to paſs that, 
without loving the Sin, or rather hating it as ſuch, he 
commirs Sin notwithſtanding ; aot that he likes to diſ- 
pleaſe God, but only to ſatisfy his Paſſion. 

Wich ſuch a Plea as this, a Mau who has a Mind to 
ſin may delight to cheat himſelf, and fay in the Act of Sin, 
that he means not to offend or affront God, and that what 
he does, Ie wiſhes from his Soul that God would not be 
offended at it. But the Colour of this Excuſe is ſtark 

naught,” nor will it ceaſe to be a Sin in him; becauſe he 
does that which he knows, and cannot but know to be the 
Subject Matter of his Sin; and this is enough to bring him 


% 


rupt and perverſe as to love Sin, as Sin, and purely for its 
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from him. 
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in guilty, and make him to be a Tranſgreſſor and a Preva. 
rica tor. 6 We” CI 

Hatred therefore to Sin, conſiderd as Sin, will not 
acquit a Man and make him appear innocent; for the 


molt profligate Sinners that have any Remains of. Religi. 
on, or Remorſe of Conſcience. in them, do keep up in 


their Hearts a; Hatred to Sin in general. Tho' they love 
the Pleaſure and Conveniency of it, they wiſh it was no 
Sin fill ; but it is Sin, tho? they do hate it, becauſe the 


Act itſelf is Criminal: Tho' they like not, tho* they abo. 


minate the Iniquity with which it is attended, and this 
holds good, particularly in the Caſe of Oaths. 
It is poſſible for a Man to take a ' falſe Oath for Con- 
veniency fake, and {wear to that which he never deſigns 
to perform. He may wiſh that what he is going to do 
was not ſo wicked as indeed it is, becauſe he hates the 
Sin of Perjury ; he may be tempted to think himſelf not 
ply of it, while he abſolves himſelf within himſelt of 
is Obligation, and acts contrary to his Engagement. But 
ftill he ſwears, though he means not to ſwear; he i; 
bound, though he means not to be bound, and he offends 
God, though he means not to affront him, 


But, 24dly, By the Oath we have taken, it is expected 
that we not only mean what we fay; but that we be 
punctual in the Performance of what we have promiſed by 
Oath. Bare words are no more a Token of a Man's Fi- 
delity to his Prince, than they are Signs of Religion to his 
God; While he draws near with his Lips, and his Heurt is far 


He may call himſelf a Subject, becauſe he has ſworn, 
and produce his Oath as a ſtrong Proot of his Fidelity, 
and by this Means ſtop the Mouth of every Gain. ſayer: 
But {till he may be a Rebel in his Heart, and curſe that 
King in his Thoughts to whom he has ſwore — 
3 | wit 


— 


* 


re „ a 4 595, „ 99 ˙ . . mw ww 2 w4 


preached at Rumford. 


with his Mouth. Now, it is the Thought of a Man that 


defiles the Man, which God ſees though we do not 


and will certainly puniſh this hidden Wickedneſs. The 
very tſſence of Sin, and that which makes it ſo exceeding 


ſinful, is conceived and formed in the Soul, and is many 
times committed there long before it breaks out into open 


AR. God therefore who is the Searcher of Hearts, and 
withal a profeſs'd Enemy to Sin, will puniſh the Sins com- 
mitted there as certainly as He has commanded Kings and 


Princes to puniſh Overt Acts: For our very Thoughts, as 


we indulge them, and are pleaſed with them, are all Overt 
Acts in his Eye, who ſees that Falſehood we diſſemble and 
conceal, and puniſhes that Wickedneſs which Man cannot 


prove in Human Courts, Should any therefore, who 


are {worn to the King, become diſaffected to his Perſon in 
tavour of another, what he may think of himſelf I know 
not; but this I know, the ſofteſt Thing that can be ſaid 
of him is, that he is no good Subject in the Sight of God, 


ſhould he take the Oaths every Day in the Year : For Since- 


rity is the Thing which God regards; and when the World 
'has no Cauſe of Complaint by any viſible Misbehaviour in 
a Man, yet God may have Reaſon to complain and reſent 
too, becauſe his Heart is not right within him, and his 
Will and his Wiſhes e not with his Words and 
Actions. Nor indeed would ſuch a Perſon paſs for a good 


Subject in the Sight of Man, had Man the ſame Knowledge 


with God to diſcern the Heart, and diſcover, as he does, 
what is tranſacted there: For the Duty of a Subject, who 


promiſes and ſwears to be faithful to his Prince, binds him 


to the Obedience of all his lawful Commands, to ſtand by 

him, and aſſert his Title, with the Hazard of his Life, 

againſt the Claim of all Rival Pretenders. Is he then a 

Subject that means none of theſe Things? Is he a 

Subject that contrary to his plighted Faith cabals with the 

King's Enemies, that loves to ne them ta]k 1 
| wit 
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10 gain SERMON 
with as much Pleaſure, as thoſe are delighted to vent it ? 
Is he a good Subject that is always beſt pleaſed when the 
King's Affairs go worſt, that viliges and deptetiates every 
Thiag that ſucceeds with' him, and lays the blackeſt Nan 
Colours on the Face of meer Suſpicion? 46 

In a Word, is he a good Subject that fwears for a Blind Mm 
and a Cover, the better to betray and to ſmite home un- Mac 
ſuſpected? Juft ſuch another Subject is he to his Prince, Mw 
as thoſe were Diſciples of Chrift, who had propheſyed in his 
Name, and in his Name had done Wonders, and yet ne 
Chriſt would never own them: for bare Confeſſion with the a 
Mouth is not the chief Deſign of the King, no more than ſit 
of our Lord and Maſter. Confeſſion is only the outward m 
Sigaification of our Faith, and if we believe not what we a 
ſay, all our Promiſes and Profeffions are ſo many ſolemn is 
ſober Lies. It is the Sincerity of our Belief that gives Life 
and Energy to our Words; and without Sincerity, the beſt 
Action in the World may become Evil in our Hands: 
Not that Wiekedneſs can be juſtified upon this Principle, 
that a Man is fincere; hut the beft Act ion in the World is 
good for nothing if he be not fo, or rather it is very wick- 
11 purfued by the Arts of Treachery, and Diſſimu- 

tion er- ene "Ca 
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za, By the Oath we have taken, it is expected from us 
that we thould ſhew the Truth of our Words by our 
Deeds, and make our Light to ſbine before Men; eſpecially, in 

Time of Danger. n 3 
It is impoſſible for one Man to read another's Heart, 
nor can Words declare our Truth fo much as our ſubſe- 
quent Behaviour; and tho even Words and Deeds too 
may at the Bottom be all Hypocriſy and Piſſimulation, 
yet as theſe are the beſt Means and Tokens to give us Sa- 
tistaction, 132 be declared, not kept private and 
ſtifled in our Breaſts. Sincerity, I confeſs, is the 3 
1 , 14 : a 


vat Diſcovery 


| ſity in all Societies of ſome Form of Words, whereby 
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that God regards; but ſomething more is required for the 
gatiskact ion of Man, to cut off, as much as poſſible, all 
Cauſe of Jealouſy and Suſpicion. Till I hear his Words, 
and fee his Actions, how ſhall I know whether a Man is 


Ja Friend to the King and his Government? And tho? I 


may be deceived by both theſe Marks, yet ſince there is 
no other Way to diſcover his Mind, it is neceſſary to make 
can be made, and receive ſuch Satisfaction 
as can be had; without which, the Man with all his Ho- 


neſty and Truth, is of no more Uſe to the Publick than 


a lighted Candle under a Buſhel. Hence ariſes the Neceſ- 
Men 
may declare themſelves, and {wear to'them, 'if Need be; 
and then it is that the Proof of our Sincerity appears, then 
is the Teſt when we ſhew our Zeal, and are moſt ſteddy, 
hen we are moſt threatned with Danger. 

In Times of Settlement and Peace, it is eaſy as well as 
pleafant to pay our Conrtand Compliment to thoſe who 
have it in their Power to reward us for our Zeal and Ser- 
vice. Preſerment is a Bait that few refuſe, and for the 
Sake of this we often fee Men vie with one another, and 
ſtrive who ſhall be moft forward in their Profeſhons, eſpe- 
cially while there is no Alarm of Danger. But if this be 
all the Loyalty they mean by the Oath they have taken, it 
they are good Subjects no longer than w hile they are brib'd, 
if they can be frightned from their Duty in Time of Trial, 
and turn their Backs upon the Enemy when they ſhould 
face him, they are true to their Intereſt, not to their 
Oaths, and from that Time become Proſtitutes to the 
higheſt Bidder. If Men are juſt and honeſt, no Dangers, 
whatever they be, will be great enough to make them break 
a lawful Oath : It is a Thing more facred than Life itſelf, 
and the Man lofes his Life while he endeavours to ſave it 
by the Means ot Falſe hood. I mean in the Senſe of our 
Saviewr, who ſays, Thut his: eternal Life is loft: when a —_ 
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ſeeks for Safety by indirect Ways, and ſuch as thwart His Order 


who is a God of Trath, and hates a he. He then, who for 


the Sake of Intereſt, or to avoid Danger is falſe to his Oath, Þ 
muſt needs be a Coward, and what will not a Coward be 
made to do? What Wickedneſs will he ſcruple, who has 
not the Courage to ſay No? who has no Honour, Honeſty, Þ 

e will not facrifice, rather than ſa- Þ 


or Conſcience that 
crifice himſelf ? Regalzs, that brave Heathen, will riſe up 


in Judgement and condema ſuch Men. He, upon the bare 
Principle of Honour, and without hopes of any farther Re- 
ward than the Glory of the Action, could deſpiſe Death in 
the moſt terrible Shape, and rather than violate his Oath, Þ 


choſe the moſt ex quiſite Torments. Theſe, on the other 
hand, who profeſs the Faith of Chriſt, and call themſelves, 
Chriſtians, who live in Expectation of a better Life, as the 
Reward of their Sufferings, are content to drop the Hopes 


of that better Life, together with their Honour in this, 


only to fave their Skin a few Years longer. There is a 
Native Beauty and Gloſs in the very Looks of Virtue: S0 
aimiable ir appeared to the honeſt Heathens, that they could 
Court her without any Dowry more than her own Worth, 


and die rather than diſgrace themſelves. Honour with 
them was more dear and precious than Life itſelf ; and 


ſhall we who act on higher Motives, have leſs Regard to 


our Words and Oaths than they? God forbid. This there- 


fore brings me to conſider the great Sin and Wickedne( 
Men are guilty of when they are falſe to their Oaths, which 


is my ſecond Point WS vis 
A din of a deep Dye it muſt be ys ſomething very 
Enormous and highly Criminal we mu 


uppoſe to be in 
it, when we are aſſured by God himſelf in Words fo grave 
and awtul, That he will not hold him gailtleſs that taketh his 


peech, that means 


much more than is expreſſed, and implies the ſevereſt Pu- 


aiſhment without any Ingredients of Mercy. ' And Foes 
W | ere 
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there is in this Sin ſomething more fla rant and more pro- 


voking than in moſt others: For in the firſt place, it is a 


direct Aſſault upon the Majeſty and Perſon ot Almighty 
God himſelf, and can there be any Sin more frightful than 
this? For there be three Ways by which a Man may abuſe 
his Prince, where the ſecond is more heinous than the 
firſt, and the third is worſt of all. 

A Prince is injured and affronted when his Laws are 
broke, and this is the firſt Degree ot Guilt, which is but a 
ſingle Crime. 

The ſecond Stage, which riſes much higher, is when to 


ü the Breach of his Laws, his Officers and Magiſtrates are 


inſulted, who ſhine with his Rays and repreſent himſelf. 


But the higheſt Pitch of Iaſolence, and which makes the 


Crime to be High Treaſon is, to aſſault the Perſon of his 
Prince, and make directly at him. And in thele three 


Ways God likewiſe may be offended. 


Some Sins there be that do no more than barely tranſ- 
greſs his Law, ſuch are thoſe as we call Sins of Intemper- 
ance and Exceſs. | 

There be others that go farther, that not only offend 
God, but harm their Neighbour, who is God's Image, and 
this makes the Sin till greater. There be others that 
make their immediate Attack on God himfelt; ſuch is falſe 
Swearing, when God is ſummoned to be a Witneſs and 
a Judge, and his tremendous Name abus'd to cover a 
Lye: And what greater Inſolence or Outrage can we do 
in the Pace of God, and to his own Perſon ? By this Beha- 
viour we make him to be a God of Straw ; or elſe believe 
there is no ſuch Being. BET 

If we believe there is a God, and take falſe Oaths ; we 
muſt either think he can't puniſh, or that his Puniſh- 
ments are ſo contemptible that we defie them all, and bid 
Almighty God to do his worſt. Or we mult believe that 
he can puniſh, but will not, * ſo make him an * 

plice 
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plice and Partner in our Villany. Can there be greater 
Infolence in Nan? Or can God ſuffer a greater Affront 
than this at his Rands ? We make him either Impotent 
and weak, unable to puniſh ; at leaſt, not ſo much, but that 
we can mock at it; or elſe we make him an Encourager 
of Fraud and Cheat, and even as wicked as our ſelves, 
while we ſuppoſe him to ſtand by as an idle Spectator, and 
ſuffer ſuch Wickedneſs to go unpuniſhed. 

When we believe no God, or think him to be ſuch a 
God as this; it is high Time for God himſelf to ariſe and 
aſſert his own Cauſe. No Wonder therefore, that he ſays, 
He will not hold him Guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vais. 
For put the Caſe and conſider how would the Prince rc- 
ſent it, who has been called to ſee a Treaty ratified, whoſe 
Name has been engaged for the Performance of the 'Trea- 
ty, which has been moſt perfidiouſly broken on one Side 
almoſt as ſoon as concluded. As his Name ſtands Witness 
to a Lye, he muſt think himſelf molt baſely uſed. He 
mult ſuppoſe that the Traytor who broke the Covenant 
looks upon him to be as bad as himſelf ; that he will wink 
and connive at his Treachery without calling him to an 
Account for it; or elſe look upon him as an inſigniticant 
Perſon whom he values not, nor cares how he takes it. 

Can a Man of Honour bear ſuch Contempt as this ? Or 
if he has any Honour, ought he to bear it? What then 
muit we think of him who does the ſame to God? or how 
do we think His Majeſty will bear ſuch Uſage ? 

But, 24h). The great Sin and Wickednels of falle Swear- 
ing appears by the Judgements that he ſends upon ſuch as 
take His Name in vain. A famous Inſtance of this, a- 
mong many others, you have in the Caſe of King Zedekiay, 
concerning whom, be pleaſed to hear what God ſays to 
him by the Mouth of his Prophet, when he broke his Oath, 
that he had given to the King of Babylon, Ezek. xvii. Behola, 
the Ring of Babylon is come to Jeruſalem and hath taten the 


King 
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King thereof, and the Princes ther:of, and led them with him: 70 


Babylon, and hath taken of the King's Seed, and made a Co- 
8 venant with him, and hath taken an Oath of him. 
talen the M'ghty of the Lend, that th? Kingdom might be baſe, 


He hath allo 


that it might not lift itſelf up, but that by keeping of his Cove- 
nant it might ſtand. But he rebelled againſt him in [ending his 
Embaſſadors into Egypt, that they might give him Horſes and 
much People, Shall he proſper ? ſhall he eſcape that doth ſuch 
Things? ſhall he break the Covenant and be delivered? - As I 


| live, ſaith the Lord God, Surely in the Place where the Ring 
| drelleth that made him Ming, whoſe Oath he deſpiſed, or nhoſe 


| Conenant he brate; even with him in the midſt of Babylon 


; (ball he die. 


And no Wonder we find his Puniſhment to 


be great, when the Sin he committed was great; for Te- 
| dekial's Breach of Oath contained one or other of theſe 
two great Iniquities. He either {wore to do that which 
he never deſigned to do, or he never minded to do that 
| which he ſwore with full Purpoſe and Reſolution to do, 
| when he took his Oath. The firſt is a dreadful Caſe in- 
| deed : For what can be more horrid and impious than to 
| uſe the Name of the Great God to confirm a Promiſe he 


never deligned to keep? Or what Conſcience could he 


have, who continued, perſiſted, and executed this moſt 
wicked Reſolution ? Had he not extinguiſhed the Light of 
Nature and ſtifled all Remorſe, he muſt have ſeen his 
Wickedneſs of Swearing, with Intent notwithſtanding 
to perjure himſelf. The ſecond Caſe is not much different 
trom the other, though it appears at firſt ſight to be not fo 

ſhocking. | 
He did not indeed fin at the very Moment he took the 
Oath ; but his Sin was very great that he did not keep true 
to it afterwards. It was therefore a deliberate Sin, ſince he 
had Time to conſider all the while he was meditating Re- 
bellion. Tt was not therefore a Sin of Ignorance or Inad- 
vertency, 
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_ verten:y, or Infirmity; but a Sin of Malice, and fo not to 
be born. 

I chooſe to mention this Inſtance, becauſe it leads me to 
examine the common Excuſe that ſome plead for taking the 
Oith which they like not, and that is, they are forced to it; 
which is the laſt Thing am to conſider. 

being compelled to ſwear be a Reaſon ſufficient to ab. 
ſolve a Man of his Oath, and juſtify him in the Breach of 
it, then Zedekrah might have been fairly acquitted : For the 
War made upon the Jews by the King of Babylon» was un- 
juſt, and the Oath ot Allegiance was extorted from Ted. 
4: For, ſays the Text, He made him ſwear by Goa, 
2 Chron. xxxvi- 13. And yet we find it Obligatory upon 
him, as appears by the Words above cited. Was the Do- 


ctrine ſound and good that teaches a Man may fafely ſwear | 
and yet never =_y his Oath, becauſe he was forced to | 
e accuſed and convicted for the Breach | 


twear,no one could 
of it. Thoſe who act moſt directly oppoſite to it, might 
then acquit themſelves by ſaying, that though they ſwore, 
it was ſore againſt their Wills, and they never deſigned to 
be obliged by it. And Zydekzab muſt have been very weak 
not to clear himſelf from the Guilt of Perjury by this Plea, 
when he was fo upbraided by the Prophet. When he 
had this to ſay in his Defence, if it had been a good one, 
That truly he had ſwore, but he was forced to it, and 

therefore the Oath was void. a 
Was this Doctrine allowed to be true, I know not what 
Anſwer the Prophet could have made to him: Were not 
ſuch Oaths binding, I ſee no Security that Princes can 
have to depend on thoſe, who being forced, as Zedet/a! 
was, have plighted their Faith to them. Seldom, I believe, 
are any Treaties made, without ſome degree of Compul- 
ſion and Fear : *Tis odds but one Side is forced to ſubmit 
to harder Terms than he would come into, was he left en- 
tirely free to chooſe. However he conſents, though un- 
willingly 
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willingly, and is bound to perform the Agreement made, 


though made with a grudging Mind. 


If Treaties are null becauſe they are in a manner forced 
upon us, or becauſe . one Side hangs back and is loth to 
comply ; either there could never be ſuch a Thing as a 
Treaty, or at leaſt it never could laſt long. And if a 
Man is looſe from his Engagement, the Moment he has 
Face enough to ſay he did not conſent, becauſe he was 
forced to hard Conditions, what a World of Confuſion muſt 
enſue ? What Government is ever ſafe on this Foot? When 
People, ſuppoſe, who are ripe for Rebellion, ſhall abſolve 
themſelves from thoſe Oaths they diſlike, and took u 
Force, as they call it. Whoever eſpouſes ſuch a Principle 
as this, arid 1s in earneſt, muſt ſurely not conſider where 


it leads him; it is a Weapon that fights againſt, as well as 
tor him: It ſerves againſt his own Party, juſt as he thinks it 
{ ought to ſerve for them. And ſhould he get into Power, 


he may be fairly unhinged again by the ſame Means he 
ſettled himſelt : For the Murmurer and Mutineer againſt 
him has nothing more to do but to follow his Example: 
That is, let him ſwear as the other did before him, and 
grumble all the while he is Swearing : Let him be Diſcon- 
tent for what he has done ever atter, and when he has 
Power to do it, let him rebel and ſet himſelf up by the 
ſame Reaſon. 

What a Scene of Bloodſhed and Slaughter muſt open 
here, ſhould all Parties conſpire ia this, to be under no 
Reſtraint, not even of an Oath, any longer than till they 
can each in their Turn get uppermoſt ? ; 

What a Circle of Miſchief muſt the World go round in, 
when Oaths ſhall have no Force becauſe they go againſt 
the Grain? You may call them forced ones as much as 

ou pleaſe ; but if theſe, and ſuch as theſe, will not decide 
ures and put an End to Controverſies, there is no Re- 
medy to ſtop them: We ſhall whirl about in Courſe, and 
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vex and worry one another by a perpetual Rotation. But 


why ſhould any one ſay, that he is forced to ſwear to Kino 
Gerrge ? Why ſhou'd he have ſo much Reluctance within 
himſelf when he's come to ſwear, or ſo much Remorſe for 
what he has done? If it is no Sin to take the Oath, it is no 
Sin I am ſure to keep it ; but a great and grievous Sin if he 
does not, as I have proved. If it be not lawful to ſwear 
let them renounce their Oaths as openly as they took them, 
Till they have done ſo, I need not tell them their Caſe, 
their own Conſciences will do that for me. They may 
fl itter themſelves perhaps, and think they are innocent, 
becauſe they are ſorry, as they ſay, for what they have 
done, and repent of their ſwearing ever fince they took 
the Oaths. What Sort of Sorrow they may feel within 
themſelves I know not; but ſure I am, it is none of that 
godly Sorrow that worketh Repentance not to be repented 
of; for their own Conſciences muſt tell them that God 


hates a Liar, and that they mult lay aſide all Diſguiſe if they 


deſign to pleaſe him, 

As God, in Scripture, teſtifies that there is no Sett of 
People he hates more than thoſe who pretend Religion, 
when they have none in their Hearts; ſo we ſhould be- 
lieve that he abominates thoſe who only pretend Obedience 
to their Prince by taking an Oath. As theexternal Devo- 
tion of Hypocrites, inſtead of appealing God's Wrath, in- 
creaſes it ; ſo all the Airs and Appearances of thoſe who 
feign Allegiance when they have none, will in the End 
turn to their greater Condemnation,whatever Sorrow they 
pretend for their Falſehood. And as in civil Society no 
Provocation is greater than the Treachery of a Man, that 
under the Diſguiſe of Friendſhip ſeeks to do us Miſchief, 
and we look upon him with greater Indignation than upon 
an open and profeſſed Enemy: Juſt ſo we may ſuppoſe God 
likewiſe will judge of him. No fort of Wickedneſs will be 
more ſeverely puniſhed than this of the Diſlembler ; N 
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while he ſpeaks us fair, and ſwears to his Words, yet he 
means harm to us. He ſhall be doubly puniſhed, not only 
ſor the Cruelty, but the Falſeneſs of his Heart. Bat Beloved, 
me are perſuaded” better Things of you, and Things that accom- 
* pany Salvation, though we thus ſpeak, Heb. vi. 9. All that I 
aim at, and fain would do, as I think it my Duty at this 
time, is to bring to our Minds whom we have ſworn to, 


and whom we have abjured; that we may be always ready 


| on theſe Occaſions to ſhew our Zeal, with as much Abhor- 


rence of Plots and Conſpiracies, as ſome with Pleaſure de- 
light to hatch them, and others again to ſtifle them b 
turning them into Ridicule, and by affirming there is 


none. I cannot conclude in better Words than thoſe of 


our late gracious * Queen ſpoken to Her Parliament, Words 
fit to be written, or rather ingraved in the Heart of every 
Man that loves our Church and Conſtitution, 


All, ſays ſhe, muſt be irrecoverably loſt, if ever the Deſig ns 
of a Popiſh Pretender, bred up in the Principles of the moſt Ar- 
bitrary Government, ſhould take Place. 
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